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UM ECOLOGIST LECTURES ON FLATHEAD LAKE HEALTH 
MISSOULA -
Jack Stanford, who has conducted freshwater research in northwestern Montana since 
the 1970s, will give a free, public lecture on Flathead Basin fisheries Wednesday, May 10, at 
The University of Montana.
Stanford, director of UM’s Flathead Lake Biological Station since 1980, will talk about 
"Forecast for the Flathead Basin Fisheries: Fair or Foul?" at 7 p.m. in Room 330 of the newly 
remodeled University Center.
Stanford said the threats to lake quality in northwestern Montana are highly complex, 
necessitating the implementation of an integrated approach when looking at water management 
issues of Flathead Lake. In his presentation, he will show slides and data from the research 
under way at the station. The station’s research provides a basis for developing policy to 
preserve the lake Montanans regard as a vital natural resource for the state in terms of its 
recreational opportunities and importance to the region's ecology.
Of special interest to lake sportsmen is the decline of the native cutthroat and bull trout, 




Stanford said Flathead is still one of the cleanest large lakes in the world, but its quality 
has been declining gradually since 1977 because of nutrient pollution associated with land use 
and development, artificial regulation of water through the lake by operation of large dams, 
and food web changes associated with the introductions of non-native fish and invertebrates.
A prolific writer for professional publications and a popular lecturer on the ecology of 
Flathead and nearby lakes, Stanford has built an international reputation as a scientist and 
scholar. His research, as well as work by his biological station colleagues, has garnered 
acclaim in this country and abroad. Stanford began his career at the biological station as a 
research biologist and limnology instructor in 1973-74. He became the station's Bierman 
Professor of Ecology in 1986.
The Flathead Lake Biological Station is the nation's oldest freshwater research lab. 
Founded on Flathead Lake's Yellow Bay by UM Professor Morton Elrod in 1899, the station 
held a centennial birthday celebration last summer.
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